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1. New 2LD Process Response
1.1.

New 2LD Process

In November 2009, AusRegistry made a submission to auDA for two new 2LDs. For one of
the proposed new 2LD, blog.au,. auDA’s official feedback regarding the proposal was that
AusRegistry needed to provide “strong evidence” of support (ie. undertake substantial
research) from the wider community for this proposed new 2LD.
Whilst not disputing that this information has relevance in auDA’s Selection Criteria for
new 2LDs, AusRegistry does have an issue with the onus for this information being placed
on the party submitting the proposal for the 2LD.

1.2.

AusRegistry’s Concerns

auDA’s requirement that the party submitting the proposal for the new 2LD also provide
“strong evidence” of support for the 2LD is as mentioned not supported by AusRegistry. To
provide this type of “strong evidence” requires among other things, professional research
to be undertaken and therefore a sizeable cost being incurred.
It is also noted that “strong evidence” is not clearly defined and therefore hard to gauge.
AusRegistry believes that this process is inappropriate and commercially unsound because
of the following reasons:
A. The party incurring the research costs has no guarantee that auDA will approve
their 2LD proposal however good the supporting research they provide.
B. The party incurring the research costs does not own the 2LD should it be approved
by auDA
C. The party incurring the research costs has no way of benefiting financially from the
new 2LD in the event that it is approved by auDA.

1.3.

Summary

The current process stifles innovation and deters most entities from participating . When
the sizable costs parties incur to meet auDA’s “strong evidence” requirement for any new
2LDs they propose are viewed against the partys’ inability to benefit themselves financially
from any new 2LD, one has to question whether process is sound and has considered
commercial realities.
AusRegistry doesn’t believe the current process is adequate and believes the process
involved has most likely contributed to very few proposals being received by auDA (2 in
total) for new 2LDs.
Alternatives are available and auDA could, itself, establish a Panel that decided which
names , as suggested by the community, deserved further research to show the required
“strong evidence”. It is certainly within auDA’s mandate to perform such work as they are
the caretaker of the .au namespace.
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DISCLAIMER
The information contained in this document including any recommendations, suggestions or materials provided with this
document (“Information”) is provided to you on the terms and conditions of the following disclaimer by us namely:
We:
1. make no representation and give no warranty or assurance as to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of the
Information nor do we accept any responsibility arising in any way (including by negligence) for errors in, or omissions
from, the Information, except that the Information is given to you in good faith;
2. to the extent permitted by law, we will not be liable for loss of any kind, including damages, costs, interest, loss of
profit or special loss or damage arising from any inaccuracy or incompleteness of the Information (except if the
Information is not given to you in good faith);
3. are not responsible for any interpretation, opinion or conclusion that you form as a result of examining and reviewing
the Information;
4. make no representation and give no warranty or assurance as to the fitness or suitability of the Registry Systems set
out in the Information; and
5. recommend that you obtain your own independent legal, accounting and technical advice regarding the Information,
before acting on it.
You must:
1. make your own independent assessment and investigation of the Information;
2. not treat the Information as advice relating to legal, accounting or technical matters; and
3. consult your own advisors to verify the accuracy of the Information.
You acknowledge that:
1. we make no representation or warranty as to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of the Information;
2. where projections, forecasts, expected volumes, costs and scenarios are contained in the Information, these
projections or forecasts, expected volumes, costs and scenarios are illustrative only and reflect various assumptions
and expectations, which assumptions and expectations may or may not prove to be correct;
3. there may be changes in the law, existing local laws or technology changes since the compilation of the Information
which impacts on the Information;
4. the Information may not be appropriate for your needs and is not exhaustive; and
5. it is not possible for us to have regard to the your particular needs, objectives and circumstances in compiling the
Information.
DEFINITIONS
In this document;
“We”, “us” and “our” means AusRegistry Pty Ltd ACN 092 242 209 and any of its officers, employees and agents.
“You” and “your” means the authorised recipient of this document or any other person authorised by us who reads or relies
upon the Information.
SECRECY AND CONFIDENTIALITY OBLIGATIONS
1. You agree that you will:
(a) keep confidential all the Information and technical data disclosed in this document provided that you have the right to
disclose such Information to your employees and professional advisors insofar as it is necessary for them to know the
Information for the purpose of assessing whether you wish to become a licensee of the Registry Software; and
(b) not use any of our disclosures, the Information or other technical data, except for the purpose of assessing whether
you wish to become a licensee of the International Registry Software and on the terms of this document.
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of clause 1 you may disclose such of the Information if and to the extent that:
(a) such disclosure is forced by laws, regulations or orders;
(b) the Information is generally available in the public domain except where that is a result of a disclosure in breach of this
document; and
(c) you can prove that you knew the Information before it was disclosed to you by us.
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